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GCSE  Subject Choice
Information  Evening





Future opportunities?
• Financial & Business Services - IT, Accountancy & Finance, Consulting, 

Legal, HR, Customer Services etc. 
• Telecoms & ICT - Mobile technology & platforms, security, apps, software 

& code, data management & analytics etc. 
• Life & Health Sciences - Pharmaceutical, bio-technology, med-tech, e-

health etc. 
• Advanced Materials, Manufacturing and Engineering - Aerospace,  

plastics, composites, electrical, electronics, automotive, agri-tech, 
renewables etc. 

• Creative Industries - Film, T.V, animation, SFX, gaming, apps, textiles etc. 
• Agri-food - Processing, food security, nutrition etc.



Universities and employers 
are looking for attributes and 
skills as well qualifications

oConfidence
oCuriosity
oCreativity
oDiscipline
oEntrepreneurship
oIndependence
oTeam player



All Party Parliamentary Group 

• "...a belief in one's ability to succeed, the 
perseverance to stick to a task and the 
ability to bounce back from life's setbacks 
are qualities that have a major impact on 
life chances, both during education and, 
later, in the labour market."



GCSE CORE

1. English Language
2. English Literature
3. Mathematics
4. Religious Education
5. A Modern or Classical Language (French, 

German, Russian, Spanish, Latin)
6. Science (minimum of 1 GCSE)



Science Options

1. Biology OR Chemistry OR Physics
2. 2 Separate Sciences  

– Biology and Chemistry
– Biology and Physics
– Chemistry and Physics

3. Biology, Chemistry and Physics          



GCSE OPTIONS
7-10

Art and Design, Biology, Business Studies, 
Chemistry, Classical Civilisation, Digital Technology 
(Multimedia or Programming), Drama, Economics, 
Engineering and Manufacturing, Food and Nutrition, 
French, Further Maths, Geography, Geology, 
German, History, Latin, Moving Image Arts, Motor 
Vehicle and Road User Studies, Music, PE, Physics, 
Politics, Russian, Spanish, Technology and Design.
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Forms to be returned by 
Wednesday 8th February

Changes? See Mrs Cooney



General & Applied GCSEs
NOT to be confused with 

“GCSE equivalents”



Knowledge, understanding 
and skills developed...

Assessment of knowledge, 
understanding and skills...

General within a subject context mainly through written tasks

Applied through practical 
demonstration and/ or within 
a context related to 
employability

through practical demonstration or 
within a context related to 
employability



GCSEs offered at MCB 
currently defined as Applied by DENI

• Art & Design
• Design & Technology
• Digital Technology
• Engineering and 

Manufacturing
• Food and Nutrition
• Moving Image Arts
• Music
• PE



What will the universities think?

Facilitating subjects 
• Maths and further maths; Physics; Biology; 

Chemistry; History; Geography; Modern and 
classical languages; English Literature.

What subjects do you think are 'hard' or 'soft'?
• In Informed Choices, our guide to post-16 

subject decisions, we note that some people 
may view certain subjects as ‘soft’, but the 
Russell Group itself does not define subjects in 
this way. 





MCB Subjects Graded 9-1
• Classical Civilisation 
• Drama
• Geology
• Latin
• German
• Spanish
• Russian
• P.E.
























